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From the noble heights of Belvoir
- it’s French for beautiful view and
they pronounce it Beaver here - you
could, at one time, look out 38 miles
in any direction and you’d still be
viewing the Rutland estate.

We had arrived in unhurried style
by coach, toddling over the border
from Lincolnshire, which was our
base for a three-day visit to
appropriately titled Hidden England.

Coaches here are the new train:
restful havens where you chat to
fellow travellers over a cup of coffee,
safe in the knowledge the cavern-
sized boot has more than enough
room for any amount of luggage.

The Coach Tourism Council
promotes short breaks and holidays
on behalf of 150 operators. Many
operators feature tours to the
region, combining a seaside break at
Skegness. Lincolnshire itself is one
of those truly marvellous English
counties just aching to be
discovered.

Despite being at the heart of
Britain’s iron-smoothed flatlands
folded neatly at the side of the A1,
the untrammelled miles of
beautifully manicured fields hold
rare secrets. There are picture-
postcard, honey-stoned villages,
oozing history alongside their pots
of homemade chutneys, and pristine
towns to spend a dreamy afternoon
musing over tea and crumpets.

Then, of course, there are
legendary pubs, hotels and castles -
just like Belvoir — where you
luxuriate in cosy rooms and
immerse yourself in fine dining with
a distinctly exclusive local flavour.
Belvoir Castle features in the Hidden
England project
(www.belvoircastle.com). You can
dine in fine style at the Manners
Arms on the Belvoir Estate at
Knipton (01476 879222,
WWW.mannersarms.com)

Alongside its burgeoning heritage,
Lincoln’s fair county is all about
food - and lots of it. It produces one
fifth of the nation’s needs ands hosts
the area’s distinctly different tastes
of Lincoln Red beef, stuffed chine,
plumbread, Lincolnshire sausages,
Lincolnshire Poacher cheese, fresh
ostrich and an extraordinary
selection of fresh
vegetables.

Hone in on Lincoln
itself and you’ll find an
enthralling, highly
walkable city, steeped
in heritage with a vibrant

DUBAI key2holidays (0207

963 6697) three nights’ B&B

at five-star Miramar Al Agah

_ resort from £365 May 15-June
= 15 if booked by April 30, incl

Qatar Airways flights

EGYPT Sovereign (0871 664
0227) seven nights’ B&B at
five-star Hyatt Regency
Sharm El Sheikh ex-Man-
chester June 5 from £679

MEXICO Sovereign (0871
664 0227) seven nights’ all-
inclusive at five-star Riviera
Cancun ex-Manchester May
13 from £1,099
WESTERN US TOUR
Jetsave (0871 664 0293) 10-
day tour from May 4 for
£795, incl Virgin flights ex-
Gatwick, and visits to San
Francisco, Las Vegas,
Yosemite and Lake Tahoe

US BY TRAIN Creat Rail
Journeys (01904 521 g80) 21-
day US coast to coast
itinerary from £2,790, May-
October, incl return flights,
rail and coach travel, 19
nights’ accom, excursions,
tour manager

HALF TERM FRANCE
CAMPING Keycamp
(0844 406 0319) seven

rantham nights’ self-catering in

LN 7y mobile home from May

28 at Berny Riviere for

£617 per family, with

extensive children’s facilities
and Paris a go-minute drive
away. Price includes return

Channel crossings

CRUISE OFFERS

SOLOS IN WESTERN
MED Gills Cruise Centre
(0845 460 6078) 14
nights Solos Cruise on
P&O's Oriana ex-
Southampton May g
from £999, to Barcelona,
St Raphael, Civitavecchia,
Naples, Palermo,
Valencia, Gibraltar
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