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Holidays made easy….tour by coach
Leave the car at home, save money on petrol or diesel, and go miles further on a coach tour. With it now costing £60 to fill up at the pump - and with the continuing threat of disruption in the skies – going by coach is the best value option by far for millions of people looking for a worry free holiday.

“A day excursion, short break or holiday by coach is stress free and offers fantastic value for money, especially when compared with the cost of driving yourself,” said Sean Taggart, chairman of the Coach Tourism Council, which promotes travel by coach on behalf of nearly 150 UK coach tour operators. 

“Coach tours are hassle free, especially compared with air travel. You don’t have to worry about finding a space to park your car at an airport or stand in lengthy queues for check-in and security checks. On a coach tour you know your bags will stay with you from start to finish.

“What’s more you can do all of this with a healthy conscience. Not only is modern coach travel seven times safer than travelling by car, but it is also almost six times ‘greener’ than driving a car or going on holiday by air and twice as ‘clean’ as going by train.”

Coach tourism is one of the UK's biggest travel sectors. Around seven million people are expected to join the trend to holidaying in the UK this year by taking a coach tour while another 1.5 million will avoid the skies and go on an escorted tour by coach to Europe.

The days of the seaside charabanc are long gone. New coaches now cost upwards of £250,000 and feature reclining seats, air conditioning, double glazed windows and on board facilities. Unseen elements are quiet cabins and a smooth ride. 
Many operators now have coaches that cost much more and feature club class style leather seats with extra legroom, drop down DVD screens, toilet facilities and even kitchens. Premiership football clubs and international sports teams now travel to matches on special coaches run by CTC operators.

Coach tours are not just affordable but offer great value for money too. Most tours are all inclusive with not just travel, hotel accommodation and meals included in the price but also entrance tickets to attractions.
Tour choices are ever changing. Coach operators have helped drive the resurgence in theatre trips while tours to speciality events such as historic festivals, garden shows, horse race meetings and Grand Prix motor racing also underline the increasing appeal of coaches.
Coach passengers can start their tour from near to their home and on some tours will be collected by taxi. They get the personal service of their own driver and the security of being looked after during the tour. There’s no need to worry about getting lost and avoiding speed cameras.
www.findacoachholiday.com launched earlier this year, is a new website promoting tours by coach. It's a simple, user friendly guide to finding an excursion, short break or escorted coach holiday to anywhere in the UK, Europe or beyond.

Operators featured range from national companies such as Shearings, Collette, Cosmos, Leger, Travelsphere, Alfa and Grand UK to medium size and smaller independent regional operators. 
While not a booking site there are quick and easy web links - and telephone numbers - for all the operators featured. Features include a Q & A section on the do’s and don’ts of booking a coach tour, a fact and fiction box correcting some of the many misconceptions about coach tours, late availability and an events calendar highlighting the many events which are best to go to by coach.

Note: The Coach Tourism Council was set up 21 years ago to promote travel and tourism by coach. Its members include nearly 150 coach tour operators from across the UK - most of whom also offer coaches for private hire and group bookings – as well as 150 industry suppliers and supporters including national and regional tourist offices, major hotel groups, ferry operators, attractions and destinations.
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